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IAL Consultants is pleased to announce the publication of a new report for the 
Chinese printing inks sector in A Profile of the Chinese Printing Ink Industry. 
 
The Chinese market for printing inks is estimated at almost 285,000 tonnes in 2004 
and with average growth of 5.9% pa could reach a total of 379,000 tonnes by 2009. 
The market is dominated by vast volumes of offset inks and solvent-based inks, as 
seen from the chart: 
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Source: IAL Consultants 

 
The Chinese printing ink industry is highly fragmented and has about 400 inkmakers, 
although only 30 are of any appreciable size. The majority of ink production in China 
originates from the facility investments made by multinationals or through their 
wholly-owned operations and subsidiaries in China, such as Toyo, T&K Toka and 
DIC.  Among the leading indigenous producers are Shanghai Peony Printing Ink Co 
Ltd and Zhaoqing Tianlong Ink Chemical Co Ltd. 
 



The greatest concentration of inkmakers is to be found in the Eastern and South 
Middle regions with about 100 inkmakers each and another 200 are spread throughout 
the other four administrative regions. 
 
There is huge potential for development in the Chinese printing ink market, arising 
from a combination of relentless urbanisation and strong consumerism. Packaging is 
an enormous end-market, not only for food but for milk and beer too, while 
publishing is making gains through the increased freedom enjoyed in contemporary 
Chinese culture, creating a boom for publication inks. Advertising is also a key sector, 
with China laying claim to the world’s largest outdoor sign industry. 
 
Rebecca Ransom, author of the report and a member of IAL’s China Research Team 
said: "The Chinese ink market has grown rapidly since the early 1990’s and there is 
still huge potential for future growth. Per capita consumption of inks is valued at only 
around US$30, well below the world average of US$56, and with the printing 
industry set to grow at 12% per annum over the next few years, China is set to 
become the new leader of the ink world." 
 
The contents of A Profile of the Chinese Printing Ink Industry are as follows: 
 

1. Introduction 
2. Executive Summary 
3. Raw Material Availability and Demand 
4. Production, Trade and Consumption 
5. Ink Market Segmentation 
6. Competitive Environment 
7. Market Projection to 2009 
8. Concluding Remarks 
9. Directory of Chinese Ink Manufacturers (approx. 130 in China and Hong 

Kong) 
10. Sources of Information 

 
A Profile of the Chinese Printing Ink Industry, which in its 145 pages contains 112 
tables, is now available for purchase from IAL Consultants, price €3,000. 
 
For more information on this title please email Rebecca Ransom at 
rebecca.ransom@brg.co.uk, or alternatively contact: 
 
Mrs Cathy Galbraith, 
IAL Consultants (A Division of BRG (UK) Ltd), 
CP House, 
97 – 107 Uxbridge Road, 
Ealing   London W5 5TL 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8832 7780 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8566 4931 
Email: ial@brg.co.uk 
Web: www.ialconsultants.com 
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